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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE: June 29, 2010

TO: Ordinance Committee

FROM: Chief's Staff, Police Department

SUBJECT: Discussion of Possible Revisions to Animal Licensing Requirements
RECOMMENDATION:

That the Ordinance Committee discuss and provide information and direction regarding
possible revisions to Municipal Code Chapter 6.12, Dog Licensing, to include a mandated
consultation with a veterinarian prior to the ownership of an unaltered dog or cat.

DISCUSSION:

On January 1, 2010, Santa Barbara County adopted a County ordinance recommending
the spay or neuter of all dogs and cats prior to licensing (Attachment). The ordinance
further mandated that, prior to an owner retaining an unaltered animal, an owner must
consult with a veterinarian to consider the overall circumstances of the animal.

Currently, there is no requirement in the City of Santa Barbara to license cats, and while
the City encourages dogs to be spayed or neutered through reduction of licensing fees,
there is no City imposed requirement to alter dogs.

On March 2, 2010, Councilmembers House and White requested discussion at City
Council regarding the issue of amending Municipal Code Chapter 6.12 and establishing an
ordinance similar to Santa Barbara County, mandating consultation with a veterinarian
prior to the purchase of an unaltered animal license. The Council referred the matter to
the Ordinance Committee for review. It is hoped that the Committee will provide direction
to staff on whether to proceed with possible ordinance amendments. Staff from the
County Animal Services Department will provide an overview of their animal licensing
requirements and be available for questions.

ATTACHMENT: Santa Barbara County Ordinance Regarding Animal Licensing
PREPARED BY: Lieutenant David Whitham, Administrative Services Division
SUBMITTED BY: Camerino Sanchez, Chief of Police

APPROVED BY: City Administrator's Office



AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CODE:
CHAPTER 7 — ANIMALS AND FOWL

-ORDINANCE NO. 09-

WHEREAS, the number of unwanted dogs and cats in County animal shelters
continues to increase; and

WHEREAS, despite the efforts of committed staff and volunteers to find homes
for these dogs and cats, the capacity of the animal sheltering system is consistently
exceeded; and

WHEREAS, many of these animals are lost, abandoned, or rel'inquished and
there are too few homes to adopt them; and

WHEREAS, this results in poor outcomes for animals, poor outcomes for County
residents, and increased costs to local jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors established a Spay-
Neuter Task Force under the oversight of the Public Health Department to review the
problem of pet overpopulation within the County and the Spay-Neuter Task Force was
charged to ‘return to the Board as appropriate with proposed draft language for a
spay/neuter ordinance”.

NOW THEREFORE, the Spay-Neuter Task Force proposes an amendment to
Chapter 7 of the County Code by means of this ordinance to reduce pet overpopulation
and promote responsible pet ownership and licensing in response to local needs.

Amendment to Sanls Barbara County Coda Chagter 7 — Animals and Fow!
And Ordinance 47058 — Animal Sarvicas Fee Scheduls
Effective Date January 1, 2010



THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE
OF CALIFORNIA, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Chapter 7 — Animals and Fowl

is amended to read:
Articla lll. Licenses and Tags
Section 7-18. Licenses and Tags—Required.

Unattered Animal License for Responsible Qwners -

{a). Owners of dogs and cats shall act responsibly when considering whether to breed their dog
or cat. :

(1) Spaying or neutering of dogs and cats is recommended.

{2} Owners of dogs and cats may purchase an Unalfered Animal License from Animal
Services if a California licensed veterinarian issues a Veterinary Certificate stating in
writlng that: .
The owner has discussed the objectives and purpose for owning the dog or cat with the
veterinarian, and after considering the overall circumstances, including the age and
health of the animal, the veterinarian concludes that the owner and dog or cat will best
be sarved by authorizing the owner to purchase an Unaltered Animal Licanse.

(3) A current Veterinary Certificate is required each time an Unaltered Animal License is
purchased.

(4)" A Veterinary Certificats is valid for either ane year or the term of the license, whichever
is longer. g

(bY. For every owner in the County who owns a dog or cat over 6 maonihs of age and whose
animal does not meet the requirements to purchase an Unaltered Animal License, the owner
shall have the dog or cat spayed or neuterad,

(). These requirements do nat apply to owners of dogs and cats temporarily visiting the county
for 30 days or less. ;

(d). Thesé requirements do not apply to owners of dogs and cats residing on parcels that are
designated as AG-ll and a minimum parcel size of 40 acres.

Does Not Qualify for an Unaltered Animal License
The following owners of dogs or cats do not qualify for an Unaltered Animal License:

(1} Owners of dogs or cats impounded and/or cited at large three times within a year.

(2) Owners of dogs or cats convicted in California for crimes against animals andfor
domestic violence. ' A

{3) Dogs whosa owners have been found gullty of an infraction under section 7.65 of this
chapter after their dog has bitten, attacked, or caused injury to a human being or
animal while the deg was running at large. . '

Dog Licenses : -

{a). It shall be unlawful to own or have custody of a dog four months of age or older unless a
county dog license has been procured. '

(b). The county shall only Issue a dog license after the dog to be licensed has been vaccinated
against rabies by a mesthod approved by a licensed veterinarian who shall issue to the owner
or person entitled to custody of the dog to be licensed a rabies certificate which shall includa
information as prescribed by the county veterinarian.

(¢). Upon payment of the license fee and the presentation of a valid rabies vaccination
certificate, the county shall issue a dog license and dog tag to the person paying the licenss
fee. The dog tag shall be securely affixed to the dog and shall remain attached at all times.
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{d). A county dog license shall be valid for a period not to exceed three years and the licenss
period shall not extend beyond the remaining period of validity for the current rabies
vaccination.

Unaltered Cat Licenses

(a}. It shall be unlawful to own or have custody of an unaltered cat six mnnths of age or older
unless a Unaltered Animal License has been procured.

{b). Upon payment of the licensea fee and the presentation of a current Veterinary Certificate, the
county shall issue an Unaltered Animal License and cat license tag to the person paying the
license fee. The cat tag shall be securely affixed to the cat and shall remain attached at all
times.

{c). An Unaltered Animal License for a cat shall be valid for one year.

General

{a). An Unaltered Animal License constitutes a breeders license. The Unaltered Animal L|cens:a
number will be displayed in any advertisements to sell or give away offspring of the animal.

{b). For each Unaltered Animal License sold, $10 will be deposited into the Animal Services
Spay/Neuter Agency Fund to be used for services such as: educational outreach and spay
or neuter subsidies. '

Enforcement Responsibility

The Diractor of Animal Services shall be responsible for the administration and enforcament of
this ordinance. Any request for review of a denial for an Unaltered Animal License shall be
submitted in writing to the Director of Animal Services who shall hold a hearing.

Article IX. Transfer of Dogs and Cats

Section 7-67. Transfer of Dogs and Cats

(a). Definition- “Transfer® shall mean any transaction in which a dog, puppy, cat or kitten is
delivered to a new owner, and shall include, but not be limited to, the sale, sale at auction,
barter, exchange, gift or adoption of any dog, puppy, cat or kitten.

(b). Health Records- Any individual who transfers a dog, cat, puppy or kittan to a new ownar
shall authorize access to the animal's health and vaceination records, including the name of
the licensed veterinarian who examined the animal. The individual transferrng the animal{s)
shall also provide the new owner with a copy of this ardinance if the new owner resides in
Santa Barbara County; or the-requirements of H&S Code sections 122045-122110 and
122125-22315 (Polanco-Lockyer Pet Breeder Warranty Act and the Lockyer-Paolanco Farr
Pet Protection Act, respectively) if the new owner resides in California.

(c). Any person advertising the availabllity of a puppy or kitten for transfer must pmminénﬂy
display the Unalterad Animal License number of the mother dog or ¢at In the adveriisement.
Any person advertising the availahility of an unaltered dog ar cat for transfer must
prominently display the Unaltered Animal License number in the adverfisement,

(d). No dog, puppy, cat or kitten shall be transferred as a prize.
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Ordinance 4705 — Animal Services Fee Schedule

is amended as follows:

Unaltered Cat Licenses

BT S C | RPN 111
1- year belanging to a senior (85 years).......... $26.00

Unaltered Animal License Surcharge

For each Unaltered Animal License sold, a $10 surcharge will be added and deposited into the Animal
Services Spay/Meuter Agency Fund to be used for services such as: educational outreach or spay and/or
neuter subsidies.

Penalty for fallure to license a dog or an unaltered cat ..... $250.00

Amendmaent to Santa Barbara County Code Chapter 7 — Animals and Fow!
And Ordinance 4705 - Animal Services Fee Schedule
Effective Date Janusary 1, 2010



PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa
Barbara, State of California, this day of 2009, by the following vote:
AYES:

NOES:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

Chair, Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:
MICHAEL F. BROWN
CLERK OF THE BOARD

BY

Deputy

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS MARSHALL
COUNTY COUNSEL -

LGty & Arotorse

Deputy County Counsel
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