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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT 

 
AGENDA DATE: June 29, 2010 
 
TO: Ordinance Committee 
 
FROM: Chief’s Staff, Police Department 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion of Possible Revisions to Animal Licensing Requirements  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Ordinance Committee discuss and provide information and direction regarding 
possible revisions to Municipal Code Chapter 6.12, Dog Licensing, to include a mandated 
consultation with a veterinarian prior to the ownership of an unaltered dog or cat.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On January 1, 2010, Santa Barbara County adopted a County ordinance recommending 
the spay or neuter of all dogs and cats prior to licensing (Attachment).  The ordinance 
further mandated that, prior to an owner retaining an unaltered animal, an owner must 
consult with a veterinarian to consider the overall circumstances of the animal.   
 
Currently, there is no requirement in the City of Santa Barbara to license cats, and while  
the City encourages dogs to be spayed or neutered through reduction of licensing fees,  
there is no City imposed requirement to alter dogs.  
 
On March 2, 2010, Councilmembers House and White requested discussion at City 
Council regarding the issue of amending Municipal Code Chapter 6.12 and establishing an 
ordinance similar to Santa Barbara County, mandating consultation with a veterinarian 
prior to the purchase of an unaltered animal license.  The Council referred the matter to 
the Ordinance Committee for review.  It is hoped that the Committee will provide direction 
to staff on whether to proceed with possible ordinance amendments.  Staff from the 
County Animal Services Department will provide an overview of their animal licensing 
requirements and be available for questions.  
 
ATTACHMENT: Santa Barbara County Ordinance Regarding Animal Licensing  
 
PREPARED BY: Lieutenant David Whitham, Administrative Services Division 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Camerino Sanchez, Chief of Police 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 



AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CODE:
CHAPTER 7—ANIMALS AND FOWL

ORDINANCE NO. 09-

WHEREAS, the number of unwanted dogs and cats in County anmaI shelters
continues to increase; and

WHEREAS, despite the efforts & committed staff and volunteers to find homes
for these dogs and cats, the capacity of the animal sheltering system is consistently
exceeded; and

WHEREAS, many of these animals, are lost, abandoned, or relinquished and
there are too few homes to adopt them; and

WHEREAS, this results in poor outcomes for animals! poor outcomes for County
residents, and increased costs to local jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors established a Spay-
Neuter Task Force under the oversight of the Public Health Department to review the
problem of pet overpopulation within the County and the Spay-Neuter Task Force was
charged to return to the Board as appropriate with proposed draft language for a
spay/neuter ordinance.

NOW THEREFORE, the Spay-Neuter Task Force proposes an amendment to
Chapter? of the County Code by means of this ordinance to reduce pet overpopulation
and promote responsible pet ownership and licensing in response to local needs.

Amondmsnt to Sne Barbara County Cod9 Ch&pter 7—Anim&s and Fowl
Md Ordinance 4705— Animal Ser4cos Fee SchethJ]e
Effective Date January I. 2010



TIE BOARD OF SUERVSOS O THE COUNTY OF SANA B.APBARA, STArE

OF CALIFORNIA, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Chapter 7—Animals and Fowl

is amended to read
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(ri). A county dog license shall be valid for a period not to exceed three years and the license
period shall not extend beyond the remaining period of validity for The current rabies
acciflation.

Unaltered Cat Licenses
(a). It shall be unEavtul to own or hee custody of an unalterod cat six months of age or older

unless Unaltered Animal License has been procured.
rb). Upon payment of the license fee and the presentation of a current Veterinary Certificate, the

county shall issue an Unaltered Min,aI License and cal ‘icense tag to the person paying the
lioense fee. The cat tag shall be securely affixed to the cat and shall remain attached at all
times.

)o). An Unaltered Animal License for a cat shall be valid for one year.

General
(a). An Unaltered Animal License consdtutes a breeders license. The Unaltered Mimal License

number will be displayed in any advertisements to selt or give away offspring of the animal.
(b). For each Unartered AnimaL License sold. $10 will be deposited into the Animal Services

Spay/Neuter Agency Fund to be used for services such as: educaicnat outreach and spay
or neuter subsidies.

Enforcement ResponsIbIlIty
The Director àf Animal Services shall be responsible for the adminisfltion and enlorcen,ent of
this ordir,ance. My request for review of a denial for an Unaltered Animal License shall be
submitted in writing to the Director o1 Animal Services who shall bold a hearing.

Article IX. Transfer of Doga and Cats

Section 77. Transfer of Dogs and Cats

(a). fletlnltlon- Transfer’ shall mean any transaction in which a dog, puppy, cat or kitten is
delivered to a new owner, and shall include, but not be iiniited to, the sale, sale at auction.
barten exchange, gift or adoption of any dog, puppy. cat or kiten.

(b). Health Records- My individual who flnsfers a dog, cat, puppy or kitten to a new owner
shall authorize access to the antmaEs health and vacoinadon records, including the name of
the licensed veterinarian who examined tue animal. The individual transferring the anImal(s)
shall also provide the new owner with a copy of this ordinance if the new owner resides in
Santa Berbara County; or therequirements of H&S Code seclions 122045-122110 and
I 22l2-2231 5 (Polanco-Lockyer Pet Breeder Warranty Act and the Lockyer-Poianoo Farr
Pet Proteodon Act, respectively) if the new owner resides in California.

(C). Any person athiertising the availabibty of a puppy Cr kitten for transfer must promineny
display the Unaltered Animal License number Ct the mother doa or cat in the advertisement.
Any person advertising the avaiiabiittj of an unaltered dog or cat for transfer must
rominently display the Unaltered Animal License number in the edvertsement.

(d). No dog, puppy, cat or kitten shatl be transterred as a prize.

Amondment to Sante Barbara Coisnfy Code Chapter 7—Animals and Fowl
And Ordinance 4705— Anima/ Sen’ices Fee Schedule
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Ordinance 4705— AnImal Services Fee Schedule

is amended as IDLLU?,s.
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PASSED. APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa
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ABSTAIN:

ABSENT

Chair, Board of Supervisors

ARE &T:
MICHAEL F 9ROW
C.ER( O THE BORC

BY

____________________________

Deputy

A?ROrD AS D FDM
DENNIS MARSHALL
COUNTY COUNSEL
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