
City of Carpinteria 
COUNCIL AGENDA STAFF REPORT 

September 14, 2015 

ITEM FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Amendment of Title 6 of the Carpinteria Municipal Code to include a spay-neuter 
requirement (with exemptions) for dogs and cats living in the City and updates to other 
animal control sections of the Code. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Action Item X ; Non-Action Item - -

Staff recommends that the Council amend Title 6 of the Carpinteria Municipal Code by 
adopting the proposed spay-neuter ordinance which would require residents of the City 
to spay or neuter their dog or cat unless as provided for by exemptions specified within 
the ordinance, and updating other sections of Title 6 related to animal control. 

Motion: I move to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 704, as read by title only, 
and to continue the matter for a second reading at the September 28, 2015 City Council 
meeting. 

BACKGROUND 

Well over 50% of the dogs impounded by Code Compliance as strays are intact, and 
may well have had litters of puppies already. Intact roaming cats have litters that may 
never be handled by humans, instead becoming feral. A spay-neuter ordinance in 
Carpinteria would provide the Animal Control program a tool to use to help reduce pet 
overpopulation, while the easy availability of free and low-cost spay-neuter services 
would assist pet owners in complying with the new ordinance without any financial 
burden. The overpopulation problem is evidenced by the fact that the County of Santa 
Barbara shelter euthanizes over 2,000 dogs and cats each year1

. 

1 Project PetSafe website: www.projectpetsafe.org/spay_neuter.php 
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DISCUSSION 

Spay-Neuter Ordinances and Impacts 

According to research conducted by Lee Heller, Ph.D. and City of Carpinteria Animal 
Services Volunteer, in the 1960s and 1970s humane societies and Societies for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCAs) nationwide began to offer low cost spay
neuter services as the best way to reduce the large numbers of companion animals 
overwhelming public and private shelters. The impacts of these services were 
significant, especially in the first decade, as euthanasia rates plummeted. But by the 
1990s, the downward trend in shelter admissions had flattened out, as had demand for 
low cost spay-neuter services. The question was, how to reach the last, most 
intransigent populations, whose breeding pets continued to fill shelters with unwanted 
dogs and cats? 

In the early 1990s, a few California communities chose to adopt mandatory spay-neuter 
laws, foremost among them Santa Cruz County, which adopted such an ordinance in 
1995. Santa Cruz's shelter intakes dropped steadily and significantly over time, from 
8,325 animals in 1994 to 4,025 in 2004; euthanasia rates during the same period 
dropped by 75% for dogs and 68% for cats. Santa Cruz's declines slowed after it 
annexed the City of Watsonville into its animal control service area, with a new 
population of intact animals and lower income pet owners. 

Santa Cruz's experience motivated a number of other communities to follow suit. 
Clearlake, Lake County, Lakeport, Los Angeles County and several of its contracting 
cities, and Lompoc all passed ordinances in 2006; the City of Los Angeles adopted 
mandatory spay-neuter in 2008. The City of San Bernardino (2007), the City of 
Riverside (201 0), San Bernardino County (2011, more limited applications), Riverside 
County (2013), Ventura County (2013) and the City of Guadalupe (2014) have adopted 
similar mandatory spay-neuter ordinances. 

An effort was made to pass statewide mandatory spay-neuter legislation in 2007. AB 
1634, the California Healthy Pets Act, drew the opposition of national organizations with 
economic interests in the breeding of animals, such as the American Kennel Club, as 
well as groups opposed to government regulation of private property - and as a result, 
the legislation died before reaching the assembly floor. 

A statewide law remains unlikely given the above history, so local communities have 
chosen to establish regulations specific to their needs. Santa Barbara County began 
consideration of an ordinance during the AB 1634 campaign and chose to adopt a 
modified 'licensing differential' approach to controlling pet overpopulation: it combines 
state-mandated higher fees to license an intact dog or cat with a requirement to get a 
veterinary certificate in order to purchase the intact license. Failure to comply would 
trigger the mandate to spay-neuter. The intent is to require pet owners to discuss their 
pet's reproductive health with a veterinarian, and thus make a more educated choice. 

cc sr 09-14-15.docx 



Spay-Neuter Ordinance 
September 14, 2015 
Page 3 

This ordinance, passed in 2009, was subsequently adopted by Solvang, Buellton, the 
City of Goleta and the City of Santa Barbara. All have some form of contractual 
relationship with Santa Barbara County Animal Services for the provision of animal 
control services. 

Spay-Neuter in Carpinteria 

Staff proposes that the City of Carpinteria adopt an ordinance similar to Ventura 
County's ordinance, passed in December 2013. Since Carpinteria does not have a 
contract for animal services with Santa Barbara County, there is no necessity to adopt 
an ordinance similar to those municipalities that do contract with the County. Without 
that constraint, Carpinteria is free to adopt whatever ordinance best suits its needs. 
While Santa Barbara County implements a Responsible Pet Ownership Ordinance, it 
does not make spay/neuter mandatory. The Ventura County Ordinance requires 
spay/neuter, other than certain exemptions as provided for in the ordinance language 
for show dogs/cats, search and rescue dogs, dogs/cats whose health does not allow, 
etc. By making spay/neuter mandatory and providing for low and no cost spay/neuter 
surgeries, Carpinteria can reduce unwanted pets that end up in shelters. 

The primary argument against mandatory spay/neuter laws is that they burden low
income pet owners with an unaffordable obligation, and thereby result in pets going 
unlicensed or being abandoned at shelters or on the streets because their owners 
cannot comply. However, residents of all areas of Santa Barbara County, including the 
cities within its boundaries, have ample access to affordable spay-neuter services 
thanks to the presence of three low-cost humane society clinics (located in Goleta, 
Buellton and Santa Maria) as well as C.A.R.E.4Paws, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing free spay/neuter to low-income pet owners. C.A.R.E.4Paws 
works with local veterinarians so pet owners do not have to travel substantial distances 
to receive services. They run a Spay Mobile which provides surgeries within walking 
distances of targeted neighborhoods. Their outreach model has been funded by large 
grants from the ASPCA, PetSmart Charities, the Santa Barbara Foundation and the 
Santa Barbara Humane Society, among others. 

Carpinteria is ideally positioned to take 
advantage of C.A.R.E.4Paws' program by 
creating a presence in specific neighborhoods 
where a large number of unaltered dogs and 
cats are located. In 2014, C.A.R.E.4Paws 
performed 231 surgeries in the Spay Mobile. 

C.A.R.E.4Paws' Medical Director is M. Scott 
Smith, DVM, owner of Animal Medical Clinic, 
which provides animal sheltering and care to 
Carpinteria's stray animals through a contract 
with the City. Dr. Smith has long been 

cc sr 09-14-15.docx 
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committed to promoting mandatory spay-neuter, and to providing veterinaryservices to 
pet owners in need. He regularly participates in "Spay Days" at his own clinic here in 
Carpinteria, performing 10- 15 surgeries in rapid succession for local dogs and cats at 
low or no cost to their owners. 

Like Ventura County's ordinance, the City of Carpinteria's proposed ordinance provides 
several exemptions from the requirement to spay-neuter a dog or cat. Exemptions 
include: 

1. Purebred dogs and cats that are shown (must be intact in order to compete); 
2. Dogs that compete in agility, herding, carting, hunting and other similar activities; 
3. Guide, service and signal dogs; 
4. Dogs used for police, military, or search and rescue work; 
5. Dogs and cats whose health does not permit them to be safely spayed-neutered; 
6. Dogs and cats with valid breeding permits (issued by the City). 

The City would also be empowered to issue breeding permits at a fee to be set by the 
City Council. Regulation of breeding not only helps prevent accidental or casual 
breeding, but imposes regulations that protect the health of the animals involved, by 
limiting the number of litters allowed per year, requiring minimal veterinary oversight, 
and regulating where and at what age puppies and kittens can be sold, as well as the 
care they receive and the information provided to buyers. These regulations extend to 
small scale breeders some of the same requirements imposed on pet stores by the 
Polanco-Lockyer Act, otherwise known as the "Puppy Lemon Law," to protect young 
animals and their buyers from unscrupulous breeders. 

In addition to the mandatory spay-neuter requirements, the proposed ordinance also 
includes a prohibition on the sale of commercially bred puppies/dogs and kittens/cats in 
pet stores in Carpinteria. Both components of the proposed ordinance would become 
effective on July 1, 2016. Other changes to the existing text of Title 6 are proposed to 
address clean-up of language related to feeding of animals at City parks and beaches 
and to reflect other changes in state law. 

POLICY CONSISTENCY 

As stated in the General Plan (Public Facilities and Services, page 179): 

Local government is concerned with the task of supplying essential public 
services, implementing regulations in the interest of public health and 
safety, and providing for the general welfare of the community. 

The purpose of this effort identified in the 2015 Work Program is to help address pet 
overpopulation: the number one threat to domestic animals today. According to the 
Santa Barbara Humane Society, no animals should be born into a world that has no 
room for them. Spay/neuter surgery benefits the community by reducing pet over-
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population and leads to fewer unwanted dogs and cats in shelters and on the streets. 
Between six and eight million dogs and cats enter U.S. shelters every year, costing local 
governments billions of dollars. Female dogs and cats that are spayed have a reduced 
incidence of breast cancer, uterine infections and tumors. Male dogs and cats that are 
neutered have fewer prostate problems and no testicular cancer. Spay and neuter 
surgeries help prevent unwanted behaviors such as aggressiveness towards other 
animals, roaming in search of mates, urine marking in dogs and spraying in cats, and 
persistent barking and mounting in dogs. 

Over the course of the next several months, staff will conduct an outreach program to 
provide information and education about the new spay/neuter requirements. This would 
be done through multiple outlets including the City's website, newsletter and other 
outreach with local media, Animal Medical Clinic and the Carpinteria Veterinary 
Hospital, local pet shops, and through the City's soon to be hired Volunteer Services 
Coordinator. Materials addressing the benefits of spay/neuter and local opportunities 
for low or no cost options would be highlighted in the educational materials. 

In addition to addressing the pet overpopulation issue, Ordinance No. 704 also updates 
other sections of the Code. These changes reflect current law and are consistent with 
Carpinteria Municipal Code Chapter 1.06 Administrative Remedies. 

One other change in Title 6 (Animals) addresses the requirement for dogs to be leashed 
when off of private property. Currently, the Code requires a leash and control by a 
responsible adult. However, we have seen incidents where individuals using retractable 
leashes which extend longer than six feet do not have control over their dog. Therefore, 
a new requirement has been included to identify six feet as the maximum leash length 
for dogs off of private property. As part of the outreach and education surrounding the 
spay/neuter requirements, staff will also provide outreach and education about the 
change in the leash length. Programs to offer leash trade-ins will be part of these 
efforts which will be implemented prior to the effective date of the ordinance in July 
2016. This will enable the City the opportunity to hold another "Dog Parade" in the 
spring and use that as a venue for education and promotion. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

To address the issue of the cost of spay
neuter surgeries, there are periodic spay
neuter promotions that happen countywide -
"Chihuahuas de Mayo" (Chihuahuas and 
Chihuahua mixes) and "Cat Nips" (both are 
cat spay-neuter promotions held annually, 
one in September and one in February), plus 
C.A.R.E.4Paws' year-round provision of free 
spay-neuter surgeries discussed above. 

cc sr 09-14-15.docx 

"It's Hip to Snip" 
Spay or Neuter Yom• Pet at Half Cost this August 

The first 150 dogs or cats signed up by their ov...ner in the month of August <Mil receive half off 
participaling organizations' already affordable surgery fees. "It's Hip to Snip 2015" is available 
to Santa Barbara County residents only 

Pet ov...ners should call one of the follo\'\1ng organizations to schedule an appointment: 

• SB County Animal Services, Santa Maria Animal Center, at 805 934 6968 
• Santa Maria Valley Humane Society, at 805 349 3435 
• Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society, at 805.688.8224 

"It's Hip to Snip" 2015\Nill benefit your pet's health, lifespan, and reduce dog licensing fees for 
the life or your dog By spaying/neutering your pets, you 'Nill signlicantly reduce the risk of 
marnrnary and testicular cancers Cats will no longer go into heat and spraying by male cats 'hill 
be lessened or eliminated Help be a part of the solution and keep your pets healthy longer 

Santa Barbara County Animal Services, Santa Maria Valley Humane Society, Santa Ynez 
Valley Humane Society, Santa Barbara Humane Society, CAR E 4PaVvS, VIVA, and the Santa 
Barbara County Animal Care Foundation are part of the Responsible Pet OWnership (RPO) 
Alliance, a coalition of Santa Barbara County animal ~lfare agencies, shelters and nonprofit 
organizations VoK~rking collaboratively to promote responsible pet ownership and ensure that 
affordable spay/neuter services are available county.Nide 

Spread the word to family and friends about "It's Hip to Snip" 2015 Make an appointment 
today to get your dog or cats spayed or neutered and take advantage of a great savings and 
health benefits for your animal! 
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"Beat the Heat" in September 
Snay or Neuter Your Cats for FREE 

Did you know, that one unaHered female cat can deliver up to 15-20 kittens over the course of 
one year? By spaying or neutering your cats or kittens, it will help prevent the birth of unwanted 
animals and decrease populations in our local animal sheHers. The only way to solve this 
problem, is one pet at a time. If each of us does our part, we can be successful. 

In an effort to promote responsible pet ownership and prevent accidental and unwanted litters of 
kittens, the Santa Barbara County Responsible Pet Ownership Alliance is holding its annual 
"Beat the Heat'' spay/neuter campaign. 

The first 200 cats and kittens of Santa Barbara County residents signed up for spaying or 
neutering in the month of September will be FREE. Vaccines are provided at an additional cost. 

Pet owners should call one of the following organizations to schedule an appointment: 

• SB County Animal Services, Santa Maria Animal Center, at 805.934.6968 
• Santa Maria Valley Humane Society, at 805.349.3435 
• Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society, at 805.688.8224 
• Santa Barbara Humane Society, at 805.964.4777 
• VIVA, at 805.735.6741 
• C.A. R.E. 4Paws, at 968.2273 

Santa Barbara County Animal Services, Santa Maria Valley Humane Society, Santa Ynez 
Valley Humane Society, Santa Barbara Humane Society, C.A.R.E 4Paws, VIVA, and the Santa 
Barbara County Animal Care Foundation are part of the Responsible Pet Ownership (RPO) 
Alliance, a coalition of Santa Barbara County animal welfare agencies, shelters, and nonprom 
organizations working collaboratively to promote responsible pet ownership and ensure that 
affordable spay/neuter services are available countywide. 

Spay and Neuter Today; To Save a Life Tomorrow. Take advantage of our "Beat the Heat" 
program. To schedule an appointment or for more information, please contact the Project 
PetSafe Team, at 805.934.6968. 

Other programs exist, such as 
"It's Hip to Snip" which ran in 
August 2015 and offered 50% 
off spay/neuter costs at the 
County Shelter in Santa Maria 
and at the Humane Society 
locations in Santa Maria and 
Santa Ynez. In September, the 
County is running the "Beat the 
Heat" program for free 
spay/neuter service for the first 
200 cats and kittens signed up in 
the month of September at any 
of the three Humane Society 
locations, the County's Animal 
Center in Santa Maria, C.A.R.E. 
4Paws and VIVA (Volunteers for 
Inter-Valley Animals). Vaccines 
are also offered concurrent with 
these free spay/neuter services. 

These low-cost and free programs are already in place and available to Carpinteria 
residents who would need to spay/neuter their pets to be in compliance with the 
mandatory spay/neuter ordinance if a pet does not meet any of the criteria to be exempt 
from the ordinance. Of the 832 licensed dogs in the City, only 78 are unaltered. As 
there is no requirement for cat licensing in Carpinteria, it is unknown how many cats are 
unaltered and would be affected by this ordinance once it becomes effective in July 
2016. 

LEGAL 

The California State Constitution grants cities and counties the police power to enact 
ordinances and regulations that protect the health, safety and welfare of their citizens. 
A local ordinance is legitimate so long as the police power exercised has a rational 
relationship to a legitimate state purpose. The licensing of dogs and the regulation of 
the manner in which they are kept and controlled is within the sphere of the City's police 
power. Simpson v. City of Los Angeles (1953) 40 Cal.2d 217, 279; Concerned Dog 
Owners of California v. City of Los Angeles (2011) 194 Cai.App.4th 1219, 1234. A local 
entity's authority to control dogs within its boundaries is construed broadly. Concerned 
Dog Owners at 1234. 

In Concerned Dog Owners, plaintiffs challenged Los Angeles' ordinance requiring that 
all dogs and cats within its jurisdiction be spayed or neutered on a variety of 
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constitutional grounds. In upholding Los Angeles' ordinance, the court held that the 
ownership of domestic animals is subject to reasonable government regulation and 
found that the ordinance fell squarely within the ambit of the City's police powers and 
authority to regulate matters of health and safety. Concerned Dog Owners at 1238. 

The proposed ordinance is similar to the Los Angeles ordinance that was upheld in 
Concerned Dog Owners and is in line with spay-neuter ordinances that have been 
adopted by other cities in the state. 

OPTIONS 

The Council could instead choose to adopt Santa Barbara County's "Responsible Pet 
Ownership" ordinance, which the County passed in 2009 and which was subsequently 
adopted by several cities within the county, all of which contract with County Animal 
Services for animal control and/or shelter services. This ordinance has been a means 
to promote spay-neuter, but is both weaker than the proposed ordinance and slightly 
more complicated. 

PRINCIPAL PARTIES EXPECTED AT MEETING 

Scott Smith, DVM, Animal Medical Clinic 
Lee Heller, City Animal Care and Control Volunteer 
Gail Marshall, City Animal Care and Control Volunteer 

ATTACHMENT 

Draft Ordinance No. 704 

Staff contact: Jackie Campbell, Community Development Director 
(805) 684-5405 x451 I jackiec@ci.carpinteria.ca.us 

Reviewed by: Dave Durflinger, City Manager 
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ORDINANCE NO. 704 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CARPINTERIA, 
CALIFORNIA AMENDING TITLE 6 (ANIMALS) OF THE CARPINTERIA MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO REQUIRE THAT ALL DOGS AND CATS OVER FOUR MONTHS OF AGE 

LIVING IN THE CITY BE SPAYED OR NEUTERED 
(WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS) 

WHEREAS, the Carpinteria City Council has considered an ordinance to change 
the Carpinteria Municipal Code to require that all dogs and cats over four months of age 
living in the City be spayed or neutered (except for certain exempt pets); and 

WHEREAS, spaying and neutering helps fight pet overpopulation by reducing the 
number of unplanned litters; and 

WHEREAS, every year, millions of dogs and cats of all ages and breeds are 
euthanized due to a lack of shelter space and permanent homes; and 

WHEREAS, spaying helps prevent uterine infections and breast cancer, which is 
fatal in about 50 percent of dogs and 90 percent of cats. 

WHEREAS, neutering prevents testicular cancer, if done before six months of 
age, and reduces a male dog or eat's interest in roaming to find a mate. 

WHEREAS, the ASPCA estimates that 99% of puppies and kittens sold in pet 
stores come from puppy mill/kitten factories; and 

WHEREAS, in the past few years, cities have begun banning the retail sales of 
dogs and cats as a way to decrease demand for puppy mill/kitten factory pets; and 

WHEREAS, the ordinance is not a project under the California Environmental 
Quality Act Guidelines section 15378 as it does not have the potential to result in either 
a direct physical change in the environment or a reasonably foreseeable indirect 
physical change in the environment, and furthermore is exempt from CEQA review 
pursuant to sections 15307 and 15308 because it will conserve natural resources and 
protect the environment by generally reducing the number of dogs and cats in the City; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on September 14, 2015, 
considered comments received during the public review process and approved the 
ordinance on first reading; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the policies of the General Plan/ 
Coastal Plan that are relevant to the ordinance and found the ordinance to be consistent 
therewith. 



NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. INCORPORATION OF RECITALS 

The City Council finds and determines that the above recitals are incorporated 
herein and are each relied upon independently by the City Council for its adoption of 
this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT OF TITLE 6 OF THE CARPINTERIA 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

Title 6 of the Carpinteria Municipal Code shall hereby be amended and shall read 
11''0 follows (additions shown in underline; deletions shown in strikethrough): 

Chapter 6.04- ANIMAL CONTROL 

Sections: 

6.04.010- Animal control provided. 

Pursuant to Section 439.90 of the Agricultural Code of the state and the constitution of 
the state of California, the following sections of this chapter are adopted. 
(Prior code § 4400) 

6.04.020 -Definitions. 

A. "Animal control director" means the city manager, or his/her agent, or as 
designated by resolution of the city council. 
B. "Animal" means any vertebrate creature other than a human being. 
C. "Cattery" means any lot or premises whereon or wherein four or more cats, four 
months of age or older are kept. This definition shall not include a duly licensed 
veterinary business. 
D. "Dog kennel" means any lot or premises whereon or wherein four or more dogs, 
four months of age or older are kept. This definition shall not include a duly licensed 
veterinary business. 
E. "Enclosure" means a fence or structure located in the rear yard, suitable to confine 
a potentially dangerous or vicious dog, and suitable to prevent the entry of young 
children. The enclosure shall be designed to meet the specifications of the city in 
order to prevent the dog from escaping. 
F. "Health officer" means the county of Santa Barbara public health services director 
or similar position in the Santa Barbara county public health department. 
GE. "Licensing authority" means the animal control director and his GF/her agent, 
unless a contract has been entered into with the county of Santa Barbara to provide 
licenses. 
-H-G. "Owner" means and includes the legal owner, equitable owner or person 
harboring or having custody or control of any animal. 



~H. "Persons" means and includes persons, partnerships and unincorporated 
associations. 
J!. "Pet shop" means every place or premises where pet animals are kept for the 
purpose of either wholesale or retail sale. 
-K.J. "Stray dog" means any dog, licensed or unlicensed, found running at large in 
violation of the provisions of any law of the state of California or the €City of 
Carpinteria. 
hK. "Veterinarian" means a doctor of veterinary medicine duly licensed to practice 
under the laws of the state of California. 
L. "Wild or undomesticated animal" means an animal which is not tamed or 
domesticated and which, because of its size, disposition or other characteristics could 
constitute a danger to property or to human health, safety or welfare. 
(Ord. 568 § 1, 2001: prior code§ 4401) 

6.04.030- Contract with agency-Fees payable to agency. 

The city council may provide, in any contract which it may execute with the county of 
Santa Barbara, or any other agency, to act as animal control director, that the city will 
pay to such animal control director any or all such fees collected under this chapter as 
consideration for acting as animal control director for the city, and for the enforcement of 
this chapter and the applicable state laws. (Prior code§ 4421) 

6.04.040 -Contract with agency-Agency authorized to fix and retain charges
Approval by council. 

A. If the city enters into a contract with the county of Santa Barbara or any other 
society, organization, association or person to carry out the provisions of this chapter, 
such society, organization, association or person may fix charges, subject to the 
approval of the city council, for the care, sale and/or redemption of any animal taken 
into its custody pursuant to the terms of this chapter, and any such charges shall be 
retained by such society, organization, association or person. 
B. Any proceeds from the state of California for the keeping and caring of any bovine 
animals, horses, mules, burros, sheep, goats and swine shall also be retained by 
such society, organization, association or person. (Prior code§ 4406) 

6.04.050 -Animal control director-Care of animals in custody. 

The animal control director or his{-Gf-her agent shall provide all animals in his/her 
custody with proper shelter, food, water, and shelter, and shall give them all the 
necessary care and attention , including regular exercise in keeping with the age and 
activity level of the animal. (Ord. 568 § 2, 2001: prior code§ 4415) 

6.04.060 - Animal control director-Recordkeeping duties. 

The animal control director shall keep a record of the number, description and 
disposition of all animals impounded, showing in detail in the case of each animal the 
date of receipt, the date and manner of disposal~, the veterinary care provided to the 
animal ; the name, address and phone number of the person reclaiming, redeeming or 



receiving such animals~, the reason for destruction of the animal where applicable; and 
such additional records as the animal control director may from time to time feel 
necessary. Such records shall be kept by the animal control director in a book or books 
provided for that purpose, which shall be the record book or books of the office of the 
animal control director, and shall not be removed therefrom except upon written order 
from a duly constituted authority. (Prior code § 4416) 

6.04.070 -Animal control director-Power to arrest. 

The animal control director and his{-eF-her agents shall have the power to arrest in 
connection with the enforcement of any of the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 568 § 3, 
2001: prior code§ 4417) 

6.04.080 -Animal control director identification. 

The animal control director and his[-ef-her agent while engaged in the execution of 
his/hertfle+f duties shall wear identification in plain view. It is unlawful for any person to 
falsely represent him/herself or herself to be or to attempt to act as such animal control 
director or agent. (Ord. 568 § 4, 2001: Ord. 378 § 7, 1985: prior code§ 4418) 

6.04.090 -Animal control director-Hindering prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person to hinder, interfere with, resist, molest or obstruct the animal 
control director or his[-ef-her agent during the exercise of his/hertAeH= duties while 
enforcing the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 568 § 5, 2001: prior code§ 4419) 

6.04.1 00 -Owner's duty to divulge identity-Failure deemed unlawful. 

Every owner, upon the reasonable demand of the animal control director or his[-ef-her 
agent, shall provide photo identification to accurately identify him[self or herself. lt-is 
tl-ftl.aw.H:»--foF-a-Ay-OWAer-te-Fefl:l-se-te-ideRt#y himself or herself upon the reasonable 
demand of the animal control director or his or her agent. (Ord. 568 § 6, 2001: Ord. 378 
§ 8 (part), 1985: Ord. 256 § 3, 1978: prior code§ 4402.2) 

6.04.110 - Owner's duty to display license. 

Every owner of a dog, upon the reasonable demand of the animal control director or 
his/her agent-s, shall have the duty to display either the dog license tag for the dog or 
the dog license issued pursuant to Section 6.04.120 of this chapter. It is unlawful for an 
owner to fail or refuse to display either the dog license tags or the dog license upon the 
reasonable demand of the animal control director or his agents. (Ord. 378 § 8 (part), 
1985: Ord. 256 § 2, 1978: prior code§ 4402.1) 

6.04.120 -Dog license required fees-Change of ownership. 

A. Except as provided in Section 6.04.130, it is unlawful to own, keep or control any 
dog unless a license has been procured in accordance with this chapter. An annual 
license fee shall be paid for every dog four months of age or older owned, kept or 
controlled in the city. Said fee shall be set by resolution of the city council consistent 
with Food and Agricultural Code section 30804.5 which requires that the fee for any 



dog that has been spayed or neutered shall be one-half or less the normal license 
fee . 
B. License fees are not transferable. Any change of ownership of a dog requires a 
new license in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 568 § 7, 2001: 
prior code § 4402 (a)) -

6.04.130- Dog license- Exemptions. 

The provisions of this chapter requiring the licensing of dogs shall not apply to~ 

A.-_aDogs under the age of four months if kept within a sufficient enclosure~ 
.!2..:._, nor to dDogs owned by or in custody or under the control of persons who are 

nonresidents of the city traveling through the city or temporarily sojourning therein for a 
period not exceeding tft.H:ty30 days~-,--ReF 

Lte-d-Dogs duly licensed with the current license of an incorporated city within the 
county of Santa Barbara~ 

!1.___, nor to dDogs brought to the city exclusively for the purpose of entering the 
same in any dog show or exhibition, and which are actually entered in and kept at such 
show or exhibition~, nor to 

E. Daogs under tHe-treatment in the custody or control of animal hospitals,~ nor to 
dogs on sale in duly licensed pet shops, nor to 

F. Daogs owned, kept or controlled by any person, firm or corporation having a 
permit to keep and maintain a dog kennel, provided that such dogs are kept enclosed 
within such pet shop or dog kennel,~ nor to 

G. Daogs under the ownership, custody and control of the owner of a dog kennel 
duly licensed under the provisions of this chapter or his/her duly authorized employee or 
agent when such dogs are removed from such kennel in the bona fide operation thereof 
for the purpose of exercise or training; provided, that any such dog bear an identification 
tag attached to a collar, harness or other device, which tag shall be of a size and type 
designated by the animal control director, shall be furnished at the sole cost and 
expense of the owner of such kennel and shall set forth the name and address of such 
kennel. A dog bearing such tag shall be treated in all respects as a licensed dog in the 
event of its escape and subsequent impoundment; provided further, that no dog shall be 
allowed to run at large. (Prior code§ 4402 (b)) 

6.04.140 -Dog license fee -Egxemption-Service dogs. 

A dog license shall be issued without charge to any person owning or training a dog that 
is used or will be used as a service dog for assisting a disabled person with hisef--Of--lher 
disability. (Ord. 568 § 8, 2001: prior code§ 4402 (c)) 

6.04.150 - Dog licenses-Dogs used for law enforcement. 
Dogs owned by the city, county of Santa Barbara, municipal corporations or other public 
agencies engaged in law enforcement, which dogs are used exclusively for law 
enforcement purposes, shall be licensed without charge. (Prior code§ 4402 (d)) 



6.04.160 - Dog license-City tag issuance authorized. 

The animal control director or his{-Gf-her agent is authorized and directed to prepare, 
purchase and issue dog license tags, which shall have stamped or imprinted thereon 
the name of the city, a serial number, and the year of its issuance and expiration, unless 
such license tags are provide by the county of Santa Barbara by contract or under 
agreement. (Ord. 568 § 9, 2001: prior code§ 4402 (e)) 

6.04.170 -Dog license and certificate issued to owner-City license tag. 

A. Upon payment of the license fee provided in this chapter and upon presentation of 
a valid vaccination certificate, the animal control director or his{-Bf-her agent shall 
issue a license certificate stating the year for which such license fee is paid, the date 
,f i-:·ayment, the name and resident address of the owner, the name, breed and sex of 

the dog, whether the dog is spayed or neutered, and the license tag serial number. 
B. The animal control director shall retain copies of all license certificates issued. All 
receipts and records shall be kept in city hall as part of the records thereof for at least 
three years. 

C. Upon the issuance of a license certificate, the animal control director or his{-Gf-her 
agent shall also issue and deliver to the owner a tag of such form and design as 
provided for in this chapter. The license tag shall be securely affixed to a collar, 
harness or other device that shall be worn by such dog at all times. (Ord. 568 § 10, 
2001: prior code§ 4420) 

6.04.180 -Dog license-Replacement tag. 

If any license tag is lost or stolen, the person owning, possessing or having control of 
the animal for which the same was issued shall be entitled to receive a replacement tag 
by presenting to the animal control director or his{-Gf-her agent the original license 
certificate. Upon receipt of the appropriate fee ffi-as required by this chapter, the animal 
control director or his{-Gf-her agent shall issue a properly numbered duplicate tag. (Ord. 
568 § 11, 2001: prior code§ 4426) 

6.04.190 -Dog license-Certificate of vaccination required. 

Every dog four months of age or older shall be vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian 
with a canine anti-rabies vaccine approved by, and in a manner prescribed by the 
department of public health. Said vaccination shall occur on an annual basis or as often 
as prescribed by the California department of public health. The certificate of anti
rabies vaccination shall be provided to the licensing authority prior to the issuance of a 
dog license. (Ord. 568 § 12, 2001: prior code§ 4423) 

6.04.200 -Vaccination required-Exception. 

It is unlawful for any person owning, harboring, or having the care, custody, or 
possession of any dog to keep or maintain such dog in any place in the city unless such 
dog has been vaccinated as provided in this chapter. This section shall have no 
application to dogs under the age of four months, who are fastened securely by a rope, 



chain or leash, or confined within the private property of the owner or person having 
control of said dog. (Prior code§ 4422) 

6.04.210 -Vaccination - Certificate - Contents. 

The vaccination provided for in Section 6.04.190 shall be performed by a duly qualified 
and licensed veterinarian or a qualified individual in the employ of a licensed 
veterinarian. Such veterinarian vaccinating such dog shall issue to the owner or person 
in possession of such dog aA rabies vaccination tag shall be issued to the dog owner 
along witha-nG a certificate of vaccination, which certificate shall include the following : 

A. The type of vaccine used; 
B. The date of vaccination; 
C. Description of dog; 
D. Serial number of rabies vaccination tag issued to dog; 
E. Name and address of owner of dog; 
F. Signature of the licensed veterinarianindividual making the vaccination; 
G. Statement that dog is male, female or spayed female. (Prior code§ 4424) 

6.04.220 -License and vaccination tag-Removal or counterfeiting prohibited. 
It is unlawful for any person to remove any tag from any dog not owned by him/her or 
not lawfully in his/her possession or under his/her control or to place on any dog any 
such license tag not issued as above provided for that particular dog for the then current 
calendar year, or to make or to have in his/her possession or to place on a dog any 
counterfeit or imitation of any license tag or vaccination tag provided for in this chapter. 
(Prior code § 4425) 

6.04.230- Dog leash required •.vhen. 

It is unlawful for any person to suffer or permit any dog owned, harbored, or controlled 
by him/her to be on any public street, alley, lane, park or place of whatever nature open 
to and used by the public in the city or on any private property without permission of the 
owner or person in charge thereof, unless such dog is securely leashed and the leash is 
not longer than six feet and held continuously in the hand of a responsible person 
capable of controlling such dog or unless the dog is securely confined in a vehicle . 
(Prior code § 4430.1 (part)) 

6.04.240 -Dogs prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person to permit any dog owned, harbored or controlled by him/her 
to be on the public beach between Linden Avenue and Ash Avenue or within the 
boundaries of the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park whether leashed or unleashed. 
(Prior code§ 4430.1 (part)) (Ord. No. 648, § 2, 3-14-2011 ) 



6.04.250- Stray dog-Described-Impoundment authorized. 

Any dog found running at large in violation of the provisions of any law of the state or of 
the city shall be deemed a stray dog, and for all purposes, may be immediately seized 
and impounded. (Prior code§ 4430.2) 

6.04.260- Stray animaldog seizure and impoundment authorized. 

It shall be the duty of the animal control director or his-GF/her agents to seize and 
impound, subject to the provisions of this chapter, all stray dogs or other animals, or 
unlicensed dogs found within the city, and for that purpose the animal control director or 
his-GF/her agents may pursue into or upon private property to enforce this chapter to 
collect and impound dogs or other animals; provided, however, the animal control 
director or his-GF/her agents may not enter a dwelling unit without first obtaining either: 

A. The consent of an adult occupant; 
B. Authorization from a duly authorized court of law; or 
C. Sheriff departmentOffice assistance in an emergency situation where a human life 

is in danger. (Ord. 568 § 13, 2001: Ord. 256 § 1, 1978: prior code§ 4404) 

6.04.270 -Stray dog or animal-Delivery to director by private person .required. 

Every person finding any lost, stray, or stolen animal, shall within t'.venty four24 hours 
thereafter contact the animal director or his{-ef-her agent and deliver to or make 
available for pick-up said animal to the animal control director or his{-e-r-her agent 
without fee or charge. The animal control director or his{-ef-her agent shall thereupon 
hold and dispose of such animal in the same manner as though such animal had been 
found running at large. (Ord. 568 § 14, 2001: prior code§ 4405) 

6.04.280 -Redemption of impounded animal. 

The owner of an impounded animal may, at any time during the office hours of the city 
or county of Santa Barbara shelter and before the sale or other disposition thereof, 
redeem any animal by paying any impoundment fees and boarding charges. (Ord. 568 
§ 15, 2001: prior code§ 4407) 

6.04.290 -Time limit for impounded animal and redemption requirements. 

A. The animal control director shall be required to hold any animal impounded in 
accordance with this chapter for a period of six business days, not including the day 
of impoundment, except as follows: 

1. If the holding facility in the city of Carpinteria or the county of Santa Barbara 
has made the animal available for owner redemption on one weekday evening 
until at least 7:00seven p.m. or one weekend day, the holding period shall be 
four business days, not including the day of impoundment. 
2. If the holding facility in the city of Carpinteria or the county of Santa Barbara 
has fewer than three full-time employees or is not open during all regular 
weekday business hours, and if it has established a procedure to enable owners 
to reclaim their animals by appointment at a mutually agreeable time when the 



facility or shelter would otherwise be closed, the holding period shall be four 
business days, not including the day of impoundment. 
3. If a suitable adopter is available to adopt the animal after three business days, 
the animal may be released to the adopter prior to the conclusion of the six--day 
holding period. No animal may be euthanized prior to the conclusion of the six
day holding period except where it is determined that the animal has severe 
injury, untreatable disease or irremediable suffering , or which is dangerous to 
keep impounded. 

B. Upon redemption of an impounded animal by its owner, the owner shall present 
sufficient identification to establish his Sf/her ownership of the animal and shall sign a 
statement that s/he or she is the lawful owner of the animal. 
C. During the holding period required by this section, and prior to the adoption or . 
euthanasia of an impounded animal, the holding facility shall scan the animal for a 
microchip that identifies the owner of that animal and shall make reasonable efforts to 
contact the owner and notify him{-GF her that his-GF/her animal is impounded and 
available for redemption. (Ord . 586 § 16, 2001: prior code§ 4409) 

6.04.300 -Impounded dog, cat, or other animal-Disposition after redemption 
period. 

At any time after the expiration of the time limits as provided in Section 6.04 .290, the 
animal control director or his{-Bf-her agent may, without further notice, and without 
advertising in any manner, adopt, sell or give away any dog, cat or other animal not 
reclaimed or redeemed as provided in Sections 6.04.280 and 6.04.290, or release the 
animal to a non-profit, as defined in Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code , 
animal rescue or adoption organization. (Ord. 568 § 17, 2001 : prior code§ 441 0) 

6.04.310- Impounded dog, cat or other animal-Redemption by finder. 

If there is no license tag or identification tag to any dog, cat or other such animal 
surrendered to the animal control director or his or her agent as provided in this chapter, 
and such dog , cat or other animal has not been redeemed by its owner within the time 
limits provided in Section 6.04.290, the animal control director or his{-ef-her agent may 
return such dog, cat or other animal to the person who surrendered it, provided that 
such person procures all necessary licenses and pays any boarding and veterinary 
charges , and meets the requirements for adoption establ ished by the animal control 
director or his/her agent. (Ord. 568 § 18, 2001: prior code§ 4411) 

6.04.320 -Destruction of impounded diseased1-Gf injured or dangerous animal. 

An animal taken into custody by the animal control director or his{-ef-her agent, which, 
by reason of severe injury, disease, irremediable suffering, or which is dangerous to 
keep impounded, shall be forthwith euthanized in a humane manner by a Elttly-licensed 
veterinarian. (Ord . 568 § 19, 2001: prior code§ 4408) 



6.04.330 -Seizure, impoundment or destruction of potentially dangerous or 
vicious dog-Hearing and notice to owner required. 

Except where immediate action is required to prevent immediate injury to members of 
the public, whenever the animal control director shall have the duty to seize or impound 
an animal when under the custody and control of another or in the event that the animal 
control director intends to destroy an animal pursuant to Section 6.04.320, the animal 
control director shall hold a hearing prior to so doing. He shall notify Ithe owner or 
person entitled to the possession of the animal shall be notified, at least five days prior 
to the hearing, provided the same is known to the animal control director, to determine 
the facts required before taking action. At the hearing, the owner or person entitled to 
possession of the animal may present evidence thereon. At the close of the hearing, 
the animal control director shall find whether the requisite facts exist as required by the 
applicable section or sections of this chapter, and then may seize, impound or destroy 
the animal, as the case may be. (Ord. 568 § 20, 2001: Ord. 247 § 6, 1978: prior code§ 
4437) 

6.04.340- Regulation of potentially dangerous or vicious dogs. 

If the animal control director or a lavv enforcement officer has investigated and 
determined that there exists probably probable cause to believe an animal is potentially 
dangerous or vicious, the animal control director shall initiate proceedings to determine 
whether said animal should be declared potentially dangerous or vicious. All such 
proceedings shall be conducted in conformity with Food & Agriculture Agricultural Code 
§ 31601 et seq., as the same may be amended from time to time. Any administrative 
hearing so conducted shall be undertaken in conformity •..vith the provisions of Chapter 
1.06 of this code. (Ord. 568 § 21,2001: Ord. 378 § 18 (part), 1985: prior code§ 4412) 

6.04.350 -Biting dog-Notice to Owner-Disposition-Quarantine requirements
Destruction when. 

A. Upon written notice by the health officer or animal control director, the owner or 
person having the control of any dog which has within the preceding ten days bitten 
any person, shall, upon demand, and in the discretion of the health officer or animal 
control director, follow one of the following procedures; he shall immediately do one 
or more of the follm.ving: 

1. Confine such dog to his/her own premises; 
2. Surrender such dog to the animal control director, who shall impound and 
keep such dog at the public pound in a separate kennel for a period of not less 
than ten days; 

3. Surrender such dog to a licensed veterinarian as designated by the health 
officer or animal control director; or 

4. Surrender the dog to the animal control director or health officer for quarantine 
at any other location or facility designated and approved by the health officer or 
animal control director. 

B. If the dog is quarantined on the premises of the owner, the health officer or animal 
control director may post a quarantine sign on such premises, and it is unlawful for 



any person to remove the sign during the term of such quarantine without the consent 
of the health officer or animal control director. Any quarantine provided in this section 
shall be for a term of not less than ten days unless otherwise specified by the animal 
control directorhealth officer. 
C. During the quarantine period, it shall be the duty of the health officeranimal control 
director, upon being notified by the animal control director that such dog has been 
impounded, to determine whether or not such dog is suffering from any disease. If 
the health officer, or a d-u-ly-licensed veterinarian designated by the animal control 
directorhealth officer, shall determine§. that such dog is diseased and by reason of 
such disease is dangerous to persons or to other animals, s/he shall so notify the 
animal control director in writing to destroy such dog. A copy of such notice may also 
be served upon the owner or person having control of such dog. 
D. If the health officer, or such veterinarian shall determine that such dog is not so 
diseased, and if the license required for such dog shall have been duly paid for the 
then current year, the animal control director shall notify by mail the person to whom 
the license for such dog was issued and at the address from 'Nhich the dog was 
surrendered to the animal control director and shall, upon demand, release such dog 
to the owner or person lawfully entitled thereto , upon payment of any charges 
provided therefor, including expenses of quarantine and veterinary care; provided, 
however, that if no person lawfully entitled to such dog shall, within five-six days after 
the date of giving such last-mentioned notice, appear at the public pound and request 
the release of such dog, and pay such charges, such dog may be sold or destroyed 
by the animal control director in the same manner provided for in this chapter. (Ord. 
378 § 18 (part), 1985: prior code § 4413) 

E. It is unlawful for a person who owns or has custody or control of an animal , who 
knows or has reason to know that the animal bit another person, to fail to provide 
information (i.e ., the owner's name , address and telephone number, and if licensed, 
the license tag number of the biting animal) to the victim as soon as practical, but no 
later than 48 hours after the bite. If the person who has custory or control fo the biting 
animal is a minor, the minor must provide identification or contact information for an 
adult owner or responsible party. If the biting animal is required by law to be 
vaccinated against rabies, the owner or person in control of the animal must, within 
48 hours of the bite, provide the victim with information regarding the status of the 
animal's vaccinations. The skin of the victim must be broken or punctured in order to 
constitute a "bite" under this subparagraph. 

6.04.360 -Rabies suspect-Determination procedures authorized. 

A. Whenever the owner or person having the custody or possession of an animal 
shall observe or learn that such animal shows symptoms of rabies, or acts in a 
manner which would lead to a reasonable suspicion that it may have rabies, such 
owner or person having the custody or possession of such animal shall immediately 
notify the health officeranimal control director. The health officeranimal control 
director shall make or cause an inspection or examination of such animal to be made 
by a licensed veterinarian until the existence or nonexistence of rabies in such animal 



is established by such veterinarian. Such animal shall be kept isolated in a pound, 
veterinary hospital or other adequate facility in a manner approved by the health 
officeranimal control director, and shall not be killed or released for at least ten days 
after the onset of symptoms suggestive of rabies, after which time such aR-animal 
may be released by the health officeranimal control director. 
B. The health officeranimal control director, or his/her agentduly authorized 
representative, is authorized and empowered to enter upon private property where 
any dog or other animal is kept or believed by him to be kept for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether such dog or other animal is afflicted or infected with rabies or 
other contagious disease. (Prior code§ 4414) 

6.04.370 -Kennels, catteries and pet shops-Permit requirements and 
regulations. 

It is unlawful for any person, firm, corporation or association to erect, establish or 
maintain any dog kennel, cattery or pet shop as defined in this chapter without first 
obtaining written approval from the animal control director. Whether to approve such 
dog kennel, cattery or pet shop shall be in the discretion of the animal control director 
who shall take into consideration the type of construction to be employed as it relates to 
sanitation and manner in which the animals, birds or fowl are to be housed and such 
zoning regulations as may now be in effect or adopted from time to time. It is unlawful 
for any person, firm, corporation, or association to erect, establish or maintain any dog 
kennel, cattery or pet shop as defined in this chapter without first obtaining a permit 
from the health services director. The granting of such permit shall be in the discretion 
of the health services director who shall take into consideration the type of construction 
to be employed as it relates to sanitation and manner in 'Nhich the animals, birds or fowl 
are to be housed as \Nell as the character of the person, firm, corporation, or association 
making application, and such zoning regulations as may now be in effect or adopted 
from time to time. The health services director may appoint the animal control director 
as his agent and to act in his behalf in investigating applications for such permits. Upon 
the approval of the health services director, or his designated agent aforesaid, the 
animal control director, upon the payment of annual license fees in accordance with the 
county of Santa Barbara fee schedule then in effect, for the privilege of maintaining a 
dog kennel, cattery or pet shop, shall issue to the applicant a license in such form as he 
may prescribe. Such annual license shall be for the calendar year or any part thereof 
during 'Nhich such dog kennel, cattery or pet shop shall be maintained, and shall be-Gt!e 
~le-+n-aGv-arlCe on the first day of January of each year, and sl:lall expire oo 
December 31st of such year, provided the above mentioned permit has not been 
revoked. Every person, firm or corporation maintaining a dog kennel, cattery, or pet 
shop shall post a notice in a conspicuous place where it may be seen outside the locked 
premises, a notice listing names, addresses and telephone numbers of persons who 
may be contacted in the event of an emergency. (Prior code § 4403) 

6.04.380 - Kennels, catteries and pet shops-Permit revocation. 

The permit approval for the maintenance and operation of a dog kennel, cattery or pet 
shop may be revoked at any time for cause when, in the opinion of the health 



officeranimal control director or his/her agent, such dog kennel, cattery or pet shop is 
not being properly maintained or operated from the standpoint of sanitation of the 
premises or proper care of the animals, birds, or fmvl. Upon revocation of such a 
J38-rmit, the license issued by the animal control director for the then curreAt-year shall 
be null and void and the entire fee paid for such annual license shall be forfeited. (Prior 
code§ 4427) 

6.04.390 -Equine, bovine, bovidae, suidae, leporidae and fowl-Permit 
requirements-Special permit for 4H type projects. 

A. The keeping or maintaining within the city of any livestock including any live horse, 
mule or other equine, cow or other bovine, sheep, goat or other bovidae, hog or other 
suidae, chicken or other fowl, rabbit or other leporidae shall be unlawful without a 
permit first having been obtained from the city manager or -h-is-authorized 
representative. 
B. No live horse, mule or other equine, cow or other bovine, sheep, goat or other 
bovidae, hog or other suidae, chicken or other fowl, rabbit or other leporidae, or other 
livestock shall be kept in any building used for residential purposes, or in any part 
thereof, nor shall any such animal be kept or maintained in the city unless there is 
provided for that purpose a barn, stable, hutch, pen, house or building constructed 
according to law. 
C. Equine, bovine, bovidae, or suidae shall be prohibited on any lot of teR 
thousand10,000 square feet or less. On lots greater than ten thousand10,000 square 
feet there shall be a limit of one per lot. No barn, stable, hutch, pen, house or building 
intended for equine, bovine, bovidae, or suidae shall be erected, constructed, 
established, altered or enlarged within three hundred300 feet of any residence, 
apartment, hotel, motel, school, church, hospital, public building, dwelling or other 
place of human habitation. 
D. Fowl or leporidae shall not exceed one per one thousand1,000 square feet of lot 
area, or twenty four24 total fowl or leporidae, whichever is the lesser. Fowl or 
leporidae may be stabled or hutched in a totally covered and enclosed area not less 
than twenty five25 feet from any residence, apartment, hotel, motel, school, church, 
hospital, public building, dwelling or other place of human habitation. Roosters and 
peacocks are not permitted within the city. 
E. The city manager or his/her authorized representative may issue a special permit 
allowing one sheep, goat or hog or other suidae that is less than one year old and is 
part of a controlled, educational animal husbandry project, such as those sponsored 
by 4H and FFA, to be stabled or hutched in an enclosed area not less than tvJenty 
H-ve25 feet from any residence, apartment, hotel, motel, school, church, hospital, 
public building, dwelling or other place of human habitation. This special permit shall 
not be granted for any horse, mule or other equine, cattle or other bovine. 
F. A permit shall be applied for to the city manager or -h-is-authorized representative in 
writing and the city manager or -h-is-authorized representative shall thereupon cause 
an investigation to be made. If, after investigating the conditions and considering the 
facts presented, the following facts are found by the city manager or -h-is-authorized 



representative, a permit shall be issued to such applicant by the city manager or f:Hs 
authorized representative: 

1. That the keeping or maintaining of such animal or animals will not constitute a 
nuisance to the neighborhood; 
2. That the keeping or maintaining of such animal or animals will not constitute a 
menace to public health; 
3. That the keeping or maintaining of such animal or animals will not constitute 
an interference with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property; 
4. That the keeping or maintaining of such animal or animals will not be a 
violation of any state or municipal law or ordinance; 
5. That the keeping or maintaining of such animal or animals will not create a 
harborage or breeding grounds for insects or vermin. 

G. If such facts are not found, such permit shall be refused. Permits issued pursuant 
to this section may be revoked by the city manager or fHs-authorized representative at 
any time for cause, including, with limitation, failure to maintain the animals in 
accordance with subdivisions 1 through 5 of subsection F of this section. (Ord. 327 § 
1, 1982: Ord. 324 § 1, 1982: Ord. 279 § 1, 1979: prior code§ 4431) 

6.04.400 -Animals at large-Prohibited-Impoundment and notice-Disposition. 

A. It is unlawful for any person owning or having possession of any animal to permit it 
to be at large without reasonable control or to allow the animal to be pastured or kept 
upon any street or other public place, or upon any private property against the wishes 
of the owner or occupant thereof, or in any manner or place to the injury of the owner 
or occupant of any other property. 
B. Any animal found by the animal control director or his/her agent not under control 
as prescribed in subsection A, shall be taken by the animal control director or his/her 
agent and impounded, provided that no such animal staked or tied for the purpose of 
grazing upon private property and no fewl-cat at large upon private property shall be 
impounded except on the complaint of the owner or occupant of such property or any 
other property who claims to be injured thereby and where there is no sign that the 
:_,nimal is injured , in poor health . malnourished or abandoned . 
C. The animal control director shall immediately notify the owner or person entitled to 
possession of any such animal or fm.vl of the impounding thereof, personally if known, 
or, if unknown, by posting notice of impounding with description of the animal or fm.vl 
and the time and place of apprehension, for fWe six business days at the animal 
control center. 
D. After the expiration of such fWe six business days of notice of impounding, any 
animal or fm.vl mentioned in such notice may be disposed or made available for 
adoption of. 
(Prior code § 4430) 



6.04.410- Animals at large-Female in estrus-Prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person owning or having possession of any female animal, during 
the period when such animal is in heat or breeding condition, to permit it to be at large . 
(Prior code § 4429) 

6.04.430 -Unattended animals-Securing requirements and prohibitions. 

It is unlawful for the owner or driver of any animal to leave, or cause or permit such 
animal to be left unattended and unsecured on unenclosed private property, on a public 
street or in a public bridle path. Such animal shall have a bridle be securely fastened 
amt~-Ad its head with a bit in its mouth and hobbles fastened to its fetlocks, or in case of 
one or more animals harnessed to a vehicle, by having a brake thereon tightly set. It is 
unlawful for any person to hitch, or cause or permit an animal to be hitched to any tree, 
lamppost, bench~ GF-street signpost or other structure in any street or park in the city. 
(Prior code § 4433) 

6.04.440- Unruly animals in public places prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person to ride, drive or cause to be ridden or driven any dangerous, 
unbroken or partially broken animal upon any public street or bridle path. (Prior code§ 
4434) 

6.04.450- Riding animals on the sidewalk prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person to ride or drive or cause to be ridden or driven any horse or 
livestock on the sidewalks of the city. (Prior code§ 4435) 

6.04.460 -Delivery of violating or trespassing animal Q.Qg_to director by person at 
interest authorized. 

Any animal QQg_in violation of this chapter or found trespassing on any private property 
in the city may be taken up by any person at interest and delivered to the animal control 
director or his/her agent in the city. (Prior code § 4436) 

6.04.470 -Disposal of carcasses. 

Any person possessing a dead animal or fmvl shall dispose of it in a manner consistent 
with safe and sanitary practices. (Prior code§ 4428) 

6.04.480 - Dogs used by law enforcement. 

A. Where law enforcement has a right to enter or be present in or at any place, public 
or private, in the performance of official law enforcement duties, any dog and the 
handler of any dog, used by law enforcement in the performance of official duties 
shall have the right to enter or be present in or at any such place. 
B. It is unlawful and a misdemeanor for any person to willfully torture, tease, torment, 
beat, kick, strike, mutilate, injure, disable, or kill any dog used by law enforcement in 
the performance of its functions or duties or to interfere with or meddle with any such 
dog while in the performance of any of the functions or duties of the law enforcement. 



C. The provisions of Sections 6.04.230 and 6.04.240 shall not apply to dogs that 
have been trained for law enforcement duties and which are used for said purposes 
by law enforcement during the performance of said official duties. (Ord. 568 § 22, 
2001: Ord. 312, 1981) 

6.04.490 -Dogs creating nuisance by defecating in public parks, etc. 
No person owning or having custody or control of any dog shall knowingly or through 
failure to exercise due care or control permit such dog to defecate and allow such to 
thereafter remain in any public park, school ground, or other public place, upon the 
sidewalk or parkway of any street, or upon any private property which is improved or 
occupied without the consent of the owner or person in lawful occupation thereof. A 
person shall not be considered in violation of this section if the person has necessary 
oquipment, i.e., shovel, bag, etc., readily available and does take immediate and 
necessary action to accomplish removal of such nuisance. (Ord. 313, 1981) 

6.04.500 -Regulation of dogs at public events. 

It is unlawful for any person to possess, control or maintain any dog in a manner 
inconsistent with permit conditions regulating the presence of dogs imposed by the city 
on issuance of a special event permit or discretionary permit for any parade, athletic 
event or other special event. (Ord. 622 § 2 (part), 2007) 

6.04.510- Animal noise nuisances. 

A. Prohibited Acts and Exceptions. It is unlawful and a public nuisance for any 
person to keep, maintain or permit any animal under his or her charge, care, custody 
or control to emit excessive noise, subject to the following exceptions for: 

1. Any commercial animal establishment permitted by zoning law. 
2. Any parcel having a general plan designation for agricultural and agricultural 
uses or zoned exclusively for agriculture. 

B. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term "excessive noise" means 
the utterance of barks, cries or sounds which are loud, frequent and continued over a 
period of time, which either annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, 
repose, health, peace or safety of persons residing in two f2+-or more separate 
dwelling units in the neighborhood. "Dwelling unit" means any adjacent or nearby 
home, apartment or condominium. 
C. Enforcement. Enforcement of this section shall take place as follows: 

1. Complaints. Complaints to the city manager or his designee pursuant to this 
section shall be in writing, shall be signed by and bear the name, address and 
telephone number of the complainants, shall state the place or places where the 
nuisance exists, shall describe the animal(s) and the conduct which constitutes 
the nuisance, and shall give the name and address of the animal's owner or 
keeper, if known to the complainants, and shall be public records and open to 
public inspection. 
2. First Notice. Whenever two f2+-or more persons living in separate dwelling 
units in the neighborhood file a complaint with the city manager or designee, 
such city manager or designee shall issue a written notice to the owner or person 
having charge, care or custody of the animal, advising the person of the noise 



complaint and requesting immediate abatement of the excessive noise. The 
notice shall include a copy of the ordinance codified in this section and applicable 
enforcement provisions. 
3. Second Notice. 

a. If, within sixty (60j days from the issuance of the written notice as 
provided in subsection (C)(2) of this section, a second complaint signed by 
two f2+-or more persons living in separate dwelling units in the neighborhood 
is received, the city manager or designee shall, by written notice, require the 
owner or keeper of the animal to appear with the complainants at an informal 
hearing before the city manager or designee to give the complainants and 
the owner or keeper of the animal an opportunity to provide information 
concerning any disputed fact or issue and to discuss ways and means to 
resolve the problem. The notice shall state that a failure to appear may 
result in the referral of the matter to the city attorney for appropriate action. 
If, after the conclusion of the informal hearing, it is determined by the city 
manager or designee that excessive noise is occurring and that the problem 
remains unresolved, the matter shall be referred to the city attorney for 
enforcement proceedings as provided in subsection (C)(5) of this section. 
b. If the owner or keeper fails to appear before the city manager or designee 
and if in the opinion of the city manager or designee the written complaint(s) 
establishes by prima facie evidence that the animal(s) emitted excessive 
noise, the matter shall be deemed unresolved and referred to the city 
attorney for enforcement proceedings as provided in subsection (C)(5) of 
this section. 
c. Whenever a matter is deemed unresolved and referred to the city 
attorney, the city manager or designee shall, within fifteen (151 days, serve 
notice of his or her determination and referral of the matter to the city 
attorney upon the owner or keeper and upon the complainants. The notice 
shall be in writing and may be served either by personal delivery of a copy or 
by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person(s) to be served. 
The notice shall include: (i) copies of all complaints, (ii) a statement of the 
city manager or designee's finding that the matter is deemed unresolved, 
and (iii) a copy of the ordinance codified in this section. 

4. Form of Notice. Any written notification required by this section need not use 
the exact words of this section to the addressee so long as the notification 
sufficiently informs the addressee of the nature of the disturbing noise emitted by 
an animal. The language shall be liberally construed to accomplish the 
objectives of this section. 
5. City Attorney Enforcement. Whenever the city manager or his designee 
chooses to refer a violation of this section to the city attorney, the city attorney 
may enforce this section subject to the remedies and penalties pursuant to 
Chapters 1.06 and 1.08 of this code. Such procedures are in addition to any 
other remedies which may be available under the law. (Ord. 622 § 2 (part), 
2007) 



6.04.520- Animal feeding nuisances. 

Ac Prohibited Acts and Exceptions. It is unlawful and a public nuisance for any 
person to feed, offer food or in any manner provide food to any wild, domesticated 
amf.,lor undomesticated animal on any public property in the city, including but not 
limited to, any public building, way, street, park, beach or public facility, subject to the 
fJIIcwing exceptions: 

+.A. Persons legally engaged in trapping or luring wild , domesticated aAGJor 
undomesticated animals may utilize food as bait pursuant to applicable laws. 
2:-fh Wild aAGJor undomesticated animals may be maintained, treated or fed 
pursuant to a valid certificate or permit issued by the federal or state government. 
~~ Wild and/or undomesticated animals may be fed as necessary due to injury 
or illness between the time of notification to humane personnel to pick up such 
wild and/or undomesticated animals and the time of pick-up. 

B. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, '\vild and/or undomesticated animal" 
means an animal which is 'Nild or non captive by nature and not customarily 
ldemesticated in Santa Barbara County and which, because of its size, disposition or 
other characteristics could constitute a danger to property or to human health, safety 
oF-welfure. "Food" means any food p~et-feod, grain, salt, refuse or any edible 
matter which constitutes a lure, attraction or enticement for wild and/or 
undomesticated animals. (Ord. 622 § 2 (part), 2007) 

6.04.550 - Spay-neuter requirements. 

6.04.560 -Purpose. 

The purpose of this ordinance is to reduce the number of dogs and cats in shelters and 
reduce the number being euthanized. 

6.04.570 -Intent. 

The intent of the spay/neuter provisions of the ordinance is to create a culture and 
common practice of spaying and neutering dogs and cats. Education and voluntary 
'~ C'i ;1pliance is the preferred method of achieving spaying and neutering, with 
emorcement measures as a last resort. 

6.04.580 -Prohibition against unaltered dog or cat. 

Every person who owns a dog or cat over the age of four months that is kept in the City 
of Carpinteria is required to have such dog or cat spayed or neutered unless an 
exception applies under Section 6.04.590. Nothing in this Section shall make 
veterinarians mandatory reporters of animals that have not been spayed or neutered. 

6.04.590 - Prohibition against unaltered dog or cat; exceptions. 

l..Jo [Jerson shall own a dog or cat over the age of four months that is kept in the City of 
Carpinteria that has not been spayed or neutered, unless valid written documentation is 
provided to show proof that the animal is exempt from the requirement to be spayed or 
neutered by reason of one of the following: 



A. The dog or cat is a breed approved by and is registered with the American 
Kennel Club . American Cat Fanciers Association or a similar foreign registry 
recognized by the Code Compliance Division , whose program and practices are 
consistent with the humane treatment of animals. and the dog or cat is actively 
used to exhibit or compete and has competed in at least one legitimate exhibition 
or sporting competition hosted by, or under the approval of. the American Kennel 
Club or a similar foreign registry, within the last two years, or is being trained or 
groomed to exhibit or compete and is too young to have yet competed . 

B. The dog has earned, or if under three years old, is actively being trained and in 
the process of earning , an agility, carting , herding, protection . rally , hunting , 
working or other title from a registry or association approved by the Code 
Compliance Division . 

C. The dog is being , or has been , appropriately tra ined and is actively used in a 
manner that meets the definition of a guide, signal or service dog as set forth in 
Penal Code section 365.5, subdivisions (d) , (e) and (D, or the dog is enrolled in a 
guide dog program administered by a person licensed under Business and 
Professions Code section 7200 et seq. 

~ The dog is being , or has been , appropriately trained and is actively used by law 
enforcement agencies, the military, or search and rescue organizations, for law 
enforcement, military. or search and rescue activities. 

E. The owner of the dog or cat provides a letter to the Code Compliance Division 
from a licensed veterinarian certifying that the animal's health would be best 
served by spaying or neutering after a specified date; or that due to age, poor 
health or illness of the animal , it is detrimental to the health of the animal to spay 
or neuter the animal; or that arrangements have been made to spay or neuter the 
dog or cat within 60 days after the compliance deadline and the dog or cat is 
spayed or neutered within that 60-day period. This letter shall include the 
veterinarian's license number and the date by which the animal may be safely 
spayed or neutered. The letter shall be updated periodically as necessary in the 
event the condition of the animal changes. 

F. The owner of the dog or cat is an American Kennel Club "Breeder of Merit." 

G. The dog or cat has a valid breeding permit issued to the owner by the Code 
Compliance Division. 

6.04.600 -Compliance. 

It shall be the owner's responsibility to comply with the spay-neuter provisions of this 
Article. including paying the applicable license fee . 

6.04.610 - Implant. 

A dog that has not been spayed or neutered shall be implanted with an animal 
identification device. at the owner's expense. identifying the owner of the animal. 



6.04.620 -Breeding permit. 

A. No person shall cause or allow any dog or cat owned, harbored or kept within the 
City of Carpinteria to breed without first obtaining a breeding permit, as described 
below. The term breeding permit means a written authorization, issued annually 
by the Community Development Director, giving the animal's lawful holder 
permission to breed a dog or cat. 

B. Each breeder's permit shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance and 
may be renewed annually before its expiration date. Each applicant for such a 
permit shall pay an annual fee of $100.00, or the then established annual fee 
approved by the city council of the City of Carpinteria. A separate permit must be 
obtained for each dog or cat which is allowed to breed. No person is eligible for 
a breeding permit unless that person can present documentary evidence to the 
Code Compliance Division from a veterinarian that the parent dogs have 
received all recommended vaccinations and have had proper veterinary care . 

C. The Code Compliance Division shall administer an animal breeding permit 
program consistent with the following criteria: 

1. Under no circumstances shall a breed ing permit be issued to a person 
who has been convicted of animal cruelty or neglect. 

2. The owner of the unaltered female dog or cat shall not allow the whelping 
of more than one litter in any household within the permit year, unless 
prior written permission has been obtained from the Animal Control 
Director for good cause shown (including, but not limited to, where 
breeding is required to protect the health of the animal or where the 
permittee was forced to euthanize a litter of dogs or cats through no fault 
of the permittee) . 

3. Issuance of a breeding permit shall be conditioned upon the animal 
owner's consent to such inspections, as may be required, by the Code 
Compliance Division to verify that a breeding permit is not used to whelp 
more than one litter in any household . 

4. No offspring may be sold , adopted, bartered or otherwise transferred, 
whether for compensation or otherwise , until it has reached the age of at 
least eight weeks, and has been immunized against common diseases 
according to current veterinary practice in Santa Barbara County; and the 
sale or adoption of the dog or cat shall include a statement signed by the 
seller or person providing the offspring for adoption attesting to the 
signatory's knowledge of the animal's health and the animal's 
immunization history. 

5. Any holder of a breeding permit in the City of Carpinteria who advertises 
to the public the availabi lity of any dog or cat for sale, adoption or transfer, 
whether for compensation or otherwise, must prominently display the 
permit number in any such advertisement. Further, the breeding permit 
holder must provide the permit number to any person who purchases, 
adopts or receives any animal from the permit holder and include the 



permit number on any receipt of sale or transfer document. 

~ Any holder of a breeding permit in the incorporated area of the City of 
Carpinteria who sells or otherwise transfers a dog, whether for 
compensation or otherwise. shall submit to the Code Compliance Division 
the name, street address, mailing address, email address and telephone 
number of the animal's new owner within five days from the sale or other 
transfer, on a form approved by the Code Compliance Division . 

7. Any holder of a breeding permit or commercial establishment in the City of 
Carpinteria that sells or otherwise transfers a dog. whether for 
compensation or otherwise, shall provide to the new animal owner City of 
Carpinteria applications for a dog license and permit. 

~ The following animals are exempt from breeding permit requirements: 

1. Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actively used 
by law enforcement agencies, the military or search and rescue 
organizations for law enforcement, military or search and rescue activities. 

2. Dogs documented as guide, signal or service dogs pursuant to California 
Penal Code section 365.5, subdivisions (d). (e) and (D . 

3. Dogs and cats certified by a licensed veterinarian as not being suitable 
subjects for spaying-neutering due to health reasons; 

4. Dogs and cats under the care of governmental animal control agencies; 
animal rescue organizations which have demonstrated to the Code 
Compliance Division that they have implemented an ongoing spay-neuter 
plan , as well as an adoption plan ; or humane societies or societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals, if such societies are incorporated under 
the provisions of the California Corporations Code and the Nonprofit 
Public Benefit Corporation Law. 

5. Dogs documented as enrolled in a guide dog breeding program 
administered by a person licensed under Business and Professions Code 
section 7200 et seq. 

6. Dogs and cats owned by any person who is able to present documentary 
evidence that the person is an American Kennel Club "Breeder of Merit." 

6.04.630 - Sale of commercially bred dogs, cats and rabbits in pet stores 
prohibition. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to sell any dog , cat or rabbit in any pet store . retail 
business or other commercial establishment located in the City. unless the dog, cat or 
rabbit was obtained from an animal shelter or a humane society located in the County of 
Santa Barbara or a non-profit rescue and humane organization registered with the Code 
Compliance Division. For purposes of this section , a rescue and humane organization 
is defined as a California non-profit public benefit corporation exempt from taxation 
under Internal Revenue Code section 501 (c)(3) that participates in the early spay-neuter 
of animals , complies with State and local laws regarding the humane treatment of 



animals, and whose mission and practice is, in whole or in significant part, the rescue 
and placement of dogs, cats and/or rabbits. 

6.04.640- Sale or disposition of animals in a public place. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or otherwise transfer any dog, cat or rabbit in a 
public place, whether on public or private property, except where that person holds a 
breeding permit as provided for in section 6.04.620 and is in compliance with its 
provisions regarding the sale or transfer of animals. 

6.04.650 - Enforcement. 

A. Any person violating any provision of this Chapter shall be given a notice of 
vi~Jiation which shall quote the provisions being violated and require compliance. 
it the person fails to comply within 60 days of receipt of the Compliance Order. 
the person shall be subject to the administrative enforcement and penalty 
provisions set forth in Article 1. 

1. The daily civil penalties for failure to comply with spay-neuter 
requirements of Chapter 6.04 of this Code shall be up to $25 per day, or 
such other sum approved by resolution of the city council, and the daily 
civil penalties shall commence 61 days after the owner's receipt of the 
Compliance Order. Every person who fails to comply with Chapter 6.04 of 
this Code within 60 days of receipt of the Compliance Order shall also be 
guilty of an infraction. 

£ The civil penalties for failure to comply with the breeding permit provisions 
of Section 6.04.620 shall be up to $500 per breeding dog or cat, or such 
other sum approved by resolution of the city council. Every person who 
fails to comply with Section 6.04.620 within 60 days of receipt of the notice 
of violation shall also be guilty of an infraction. 

~ The civil penalty for violation of Section 6.04.630 shall be $100.00 for the 
first violation, $200.00 for the second violation, and $500.00 for the third 
and following violations , or such other sums approved by resolution of the 
city council. Every person who violates Section 6.04.630 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

fL. The Code Compliance Division may revoke any breeding permit issued upon 
finding that the permit holder has violated its terms and conditions. Such a 
finding shall be made only after a noticed hearing conducted by an Administrative 
Hearing Officer in accordance with the provisions of Sections 1.06.120 through 
1.06.140. If the hearing officer finds that a violation has occurred , the hearing 
officer will issue written findings and an order revoking the applicable breeding 
permit(s). The permit holder shall have the right to petition in the Santa Barbara 
County Superior Court for review of the hearing officer's decision in accord with 
Section 1.06.200. 



SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect on July 1, 2016; and before the 
expiration of fifteen (15) days of its passage shall be published once with the names of 
the City Councilmembers voting for and against the same in the Coastal View News, a 
newspaper of general circulation, published in the City of Carpinteria. 

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is 
for any reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decisions 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council 
hereby declares that it would have passed and adopted this Ordinance, and each and 
all provisions hereof, irrespective of the fact that one or more provisions may be 
declared invalid. 

SECTION 5. CEQA EXEMPTION 

The City Council finds that this Ordinance is not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 
15060(c)(3) (this ordinance is not a "project" as defined in section 15378 because it will 
not result in a direct or indirect physical change in the environment in that it will reduce 
the number of dogs and cats within the City which will generally have positive effects on 
natural resources and the environment), section 15307 (this ordinance will conserve 
natural resources by reducing the number of dogs and cats in the City), and section 
15308 (this ordinance will protect the environment by reducing the number of dogs and 
cats in the City). 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 281
h day of September 2015, by the 

following called vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBER(S): 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBER(S): 

Mayor of the City of Carpinteria 

ATTEST: 

City Clerk, City of Carpinteria 



I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly and regularly introduced 
and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Carpinteria 
held the 28th day of September 2015. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Peter N. Brown, on behalf of 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
Acting as City Attorney for the 
City of Carpinteria 

City Clerk, City of Carpinteria 


