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| NTRODUCED BY  Assenbly Menber Hancock
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An act to add Section 597.4 to the Penal Code, relating to crines.
LEG SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

AB 2110, as anended, Hancock Animal cruelty: dogs: field

cour si ng.
Existing law nakes it a crinme to commt animal cruelty, as
speci fi ed.
This bill would provide, in addition, that any person who
knowi ngl y engages in —any—activityin—whichadegisteft

"live field coursing" as defined, is guilty of a
m sdeneanor puni shabl e by inprisonnent in a county jail for a period
not to exceed 6 nonths, by a fine not to exceed $1, 000, or by both
that inprisonment and fine. The bill would provide that nothing in
its provisions shall prohibit the use of dogs in the managenent of
livestock or for hunting, as permtted; the use of dogs for the
training of dogs, or for the use of equipnment in the training of
dogs, for any purpose not prohibited by law, or the use of dogs to
take animals injuring growing crops or other property, as specified.
By creating a new crime, this bill would inpose a state-nandated
| ocal program upon | ocal governnents

The California Constitution requires the state to reinburse |oca
agenci es and school districts for certain costs nmandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for meking that
rei nbur sement .

This bill would provide that no reinbursenent is required by this
act for a specified reason.

Vote: nmjority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
St at e- mandat ed | ocal program yes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

SECTION 1. Section 597.4 is added to the Penal Code, to read:
597.4. (a) Any person who knowi ngly engages in live field
coursing is guilty of a misdeneanor punishable by inprisonnent in a
county jail for a period not to exceed six nonths, by a fine not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that inprisonnment
and fi ne.
(b) For the purposes of this section, "live field coursing"

—tnhetudes—any—activity—in—whi-ch—adogisteft—untetheredand
. . . . i ! !

is a conpetition in which dogs are, by the use of rabbits, hares, or

f oxes, assessed as to skill in hunting live rabbits, hares, or foxes.
(c) Nothing in this section shall prohibit any of the follow ng:
(1) The use of dogs in the management of |ivestock, as defined by

Section 14205 of the Food and Agricul tural Code, by the owner of the



livestock, by the owner's enpl oyees or agents, or by other persons in
| awf ul custody of the |ivestock

(2) The use of dogs in hunting as pernmitted by provisions in the
Fi sh and Game Code, including, but not limted to, Section 4756 of
the Fish and Game Code.

(3) The training of dogs, or the use of equipment in the training
of dogs, for any purpose not prohibited by |aw.

(4) The use of dogs to take animals injuring grow ng crops or
ot her property, as set forth in Section 4152 of the Fish and Gane
Code, by the owner of the property or the owner's enpl oyees or
agents; provided, however, that no nore than one dog nay be used at a
time to take any animal pursuant to Section 4152 of the Fish and
Gane Code or this paragraph

SEC. 2. No reinbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIlIl B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that nay be incurred by a | ocal agency or schoo
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crine or
infraction, elimnates a crinme or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crine or infraction, within the meani ng of Section 17556 of the
CGovernment Code, or changes the definition of a crine within the
neani ng of Section 6 of Article XIIl B of the California
Consti tution.



